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UNCLAS TEL AVIV 1 100 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, LE 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI CABINET DISCUSSES NABATIYA 

REF: TEL AVIV 1007 

1 . THE CABINET COMMUNIQUE ISSUED FEBRUARY 13 AFTER THE 
WEEKLY CABINET MEETING CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS 
REGARDING THE CABINET S DISCUSSION OF NABATIAY: BEGIN TEXT: 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
REVIEWED THE SEQUENCE OF THE DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS HELD SINCE 
A SYRIAN FORCE MOVED SOUTHWARD TO THE VICINITY OF NABATIYA. 

2. THE DIRECTOR OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE REVIEWED THE 
SITUATION CREATED ON THE GROUND WITH THE COMMENCEMENT OF THIS 
FORCE'S MOVE NORTHWARD. 

3. SUMMING UP THE SITUATION, THE PRIME MINISTER LAID EMPHASIS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TEL AV 01 100 141229Z 

ON COMMENCEMENT OF THE SYRIAN FORCES' MOVE NORTHWARD 
FROM THE VICINITY OF NABATIYA. REMARKING THAT THIS WAS 
UNDOUBTEDLY AN ACHIEVEMENT BENEFITING ALL FACTORS 
CONCERNED, THE PRIME MINISTER STATED THAT THIS ACHIEVE- 
MENT PROVED THE JUSTIFICATION OF THE POLICY PURSUED BY 
ISRAEL EVER SINCE THE OUTBREAK OF THE CIVIL WAR IN 
LEBANON. HE NOTED THAT THIS POLICY, THAT HAD BEEN BOTH 
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BALANCED AND FIRM, HAD PROVED ITSELF, AND THAT ISRAEL'S 
CONSISTENT DIPLOMATIC EFFORT HAD BORNE FRUIT. THE PRIME 
MINISTER LAUDED THE UNITED STATES FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH 
IT HAD PLAYED A ROLE ON THE SUBJECT. 

4. AT THE SAME TIME, IT SHOULD BE NOTED-THE PRIME MINISTER 
SAID— THAT NOT ALL SYRIAN FORCES IN THAT AREA HAD YET BEEN 
SHIFTED NORTHWARD. THE FURTHER DEALING WITH THIS ISSUE 
WOULD BE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S VISIT 
TO THE REGION. 

5. THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE STATED THAT THESE DEVELOPMENTS 
CAN AND SHOULD HELP IN PACIFYING SPIRITS IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. END TEXT. 

6. NABATIYA AND THE PRESENCE THERE OF SYRIAN FORCES CONTINUES 
TO BE A MAJOR ITEM IN THE ISRAELI PRESS AND IS GIVEN FRONT- 
PAGE HEADLINE TREATMENT IN MOST PAPERS. MOST REPORTING 

OF THE CABINET'S DISCUSSION OF THE NABATIYA CRISIS REFLECTS 
RELIEF, ALTHOUGH THE JERUSALEM POST SAYS THAT NEW PROBLEMS 
ARE LIKELY TO DELAY THE RESOLUTION OF THE CRISIS. THE 
POST IS ALSO UNIQUE IN DRAWING MORE DEFINITIVELY THAN 
OTHER PAPERS THE DEMARCATION OF THE ISRAELI "RED LINE"; 

THE POST SAYS THE LINE "IS GENERALLY BELIEVED TO STRETCH 
APPROXIMATELY FROM SIDON (ON THE MEDITERRANEAN) TO 
JEZZIN (ABOUT 15 KILOMETERS NORTH OF NABATIYA)." 

DUNNIGAN 
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